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Alexander D. Perkins -- Rethinking naido¢pbopia; Sexual Ethics and
‘the Protection of Children” in Clement of Alexandria

NAPS 2022

Greek text: Paedagogus. Edited by M. Marcovich. Leiden: Birill,
2002

Translations in this handout are my own; therefore, so are any
errors or infelicities.

1. Clem. Al. Paed. 2.10.88
AmnéxeoBol tolvuv opodpiv te 0pe€swv Kal EMaAAnAwy
OUVOUOLQV KOl TFC IPOC TAG EYKUOUG OALaG Kol
aAAnAoBaociag kal nawdopBopiag kat powxeiag kat Aayveiag n
to aiviyporoc tolide AnmayopeuaLs MOPHRVECEV.

Therefore, the advice enjoined by this riddle [don’t eat
hare] is to abstain from excessive desire, frequent sex,
sex with pregnant women, mutual penetration, the
corruption of boys, adultery, and lechery.

2. Clem. Al. Paed. 2.10.89
Tautn tol avadavdov, ob 6t aiviypdtwy €T, 0 alTog
annyodpevoev Mwuofic yupvil T kepahf, “Ov mopveloeLg, ou
HOLXEVOELG, oL TtatdodBopnrioels” Aéywv.

Such things Moses, himself, with his head uncovered,
clearly—and not by means of a riddle—forbade, saying
do not commit prostitution, do not commit adultery, and
do not corrupt boys.

3. Clem. Al. Paed. 2.10.89, cont.
EruBupia yap Kaki 6vopa UPpLg, Kal Tov Th¢ Eénbupiag tnmov
“OBplotnv” 6 NAatwv npooeinev, “lrutot OnAupaveig
£yevnOnté pol” avayvoug.”
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The name for bad desire is hubris. Plato calls the horse
of passion “hubristic” when he says, “To me it seems you
all have become like horses in heat for females.”

4. Clem. Al. Paed. 2.10.90
Xpn 6& viloU¢ peév nystoBat Toug maidag, £ig 6 Tag yuvaikag
TaC dAAotpioc we Wbilag ddopav Buyatépag kpateiv Te RGoviv
YOOTPOC TE ETL KAl TV UTO yaoTEPA HEOTIOLELV APXLKWTATOV.

It is necessary, then to guide boys as though they were
[our] sons, and to look upon the wives of other men as
though they were our own daughters. And [it is
necessary] to have mastery over the pleasures of the
belly as well as to have complete dominance over those
pleasures below the belly.

5. Clem. Al. Paed. 2.10.90
"EXEL yap 0pO&C maviog LAAAOV LU TIOTE KOWWVETV Kabanep
BnAelv npog Hiév adpobdiaiwv Tolg VEoLG.

Refrain (as is proper) from taking part in sexual pleasures
with young men as though they were female.

6. Clem. Al. Paed. 3.3.21
AN 006E cuvidowv ol taAainwpot, wg to adnAov Tig
cuvouoiag moAhag Epyaletal tpaywbiag. Matdi mopvevoavtl
Kal paxAwoatg Buyatpacly dyvonoavteg MOAAAKLS piyvuvtol
NATEPECG, OU PEUVNUEVOL TV EKTEDBEVTWY Maudiwy, Kal vdpag
Seikvuol ToUg yeysvvnkotag akpaoiag é€ovoia.

But these miserable men do not understand, for the
uncertainty of that intercourse [i.e. sleeping with a sex
worker] creates a lot of tragedy. Fathers often knowingly
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have sex with a whoring boy and wanton maidservants,
not remembering the children he had exposed. And so,
intemperate license offers up parents as husbands.

7. Clem. Al. Paed. 3.11.73
OV6€ UTO oikeTWV Avaotpédeabal xpn MPOS TO CLUOV
wOOUEVOUG, WOTIEP TOUG TPUPNTIKWTEPOUG OPWLEY,
gppwpévouc eival Sokobivtac, Umd pahokiog 6& PuxLKA¢
SLateBpuppévous. Avspog 8¢ yevvaiou onueiov ouSEv glvat
Sel mepLpaveg év T npooww poalakiag, GAN oUdE év ETépw
Hépel Tod owpatog. Mn toivuv UNdE v KLVAOEGLY UNGE &V
oxéoeolv eupebein mod’ i doxnuoouvn Tii¢ dvavdplag.

Nor is it permitted for those being pushed uphill to be
turned around by their slaves, as we see more luxurious
men do, who seem to be healthy, yet are actually
enervated by such psychological effeminacy. There
should be no conspicuous sigh of effeminacy on the
countenance of a high-born man, or for that matter on
any other part of his body. Therefore, let no disgrace of
unmanliness be found in his movements or his
comportment.

8. Clem. Al. Paed. 3.3.21
Kat viOv pev eic tooolitov dkoAaoiac EArjAakev 0 Bioc
gévtpudwong adikiag, kai To Adyvov mdv ErkEXuTal Talg
TIOAEGL VOHLOG YEVOLEVOV- ETIL TEYOUG £0TAOL Ttap’ alTol¢ THV
ocapka tAv eaut®v gic UPptv Ndovii¢ TUNMPACGKoUTaL YUVAIKEG,
kal matdec apvelobal tnv puov bedidbayuévol mpoonoloivral
YUVOIKEG.

And now life has gone to such an extent of licentiousness
and unrighteous pleasure, and every kind of
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lecherousness has flowed into our cities as though it
were the law. Women stand in brothels, selling their own
flesh for insolent pleasure, while boys taught to deny
nature pretend to be women!



| T | |
szf%’hf JM,“JM Mﬁziﬁ% d

f'gé‘“"’"_




. ™ / 74 .
s - -l ATUARRAA AL A AL AAA~T - ;

h /’4/ &

- ) ’
o~ »

‘ T s / /‘H—( '-" _ ’ . rr

. v
o g / - " .
RN /ot 'L N 4 .‘.A._) Y TR L) o e
72
1

’ » - .
= » .
+
« - .






5
= ’l.;‘n..(dvln‘ >

- (LA '«ﬂ //LA 2 “ KA /o A.IA.,/Z !













Charles “Austin” Rivera “A World of Moles and Fishes” NAPS 2022

A World of Moles and Fishes: The Critique of Dualist Cosmology in
Ephrem’s Discourses to Hypatius

(Translations of Ephrem are my own, translation of text 3 is from the source cited)

Text 1

“For it never would have been pleasant to the darkness to leave its place, because every Being
which exists, if it exists in its place it is contented because it is the place of its nature, like fish in
water, like moles in a burial vault; like a moth in clothing, like the boring worm in wood; like a
weevil in the granary; like a swallow in cultivated land, like an owl in the wilderness; like a dove
in the light, like a bat at night. The dwelling of their nature is pleasant to these, with many others,
and if someone should exchange those things proper to them for those which are not, (that is,
locations which are injurious to them for those not injurious to them) it is a great evil to them and
a bitter wound...

For if you bathe a fish in o0il and bury a mole in honey, let a moth loose in silver and a boring worm
in gold and a weevil in a heap of pearls, although indeed these things are more excellent than what
is proper to them, they rest contented in what is proper to them. And if these things, which have
been created and are not a Being, rest contented in the positions which were created for them, how
much the more so will the Being of darkness rest contented in the abode of its nature? And if
someone urges it to leave, it is painful, as it is to a mole of the darkness, when someone brings it
up from its place of darkness.” (Mitchell, Bevan, and Burkitt, S. Ephraim’s Prose Refutations of
Mani, Marcion, and Bardaisan [London: Williams and Norgate, 1912-1921], 1,40,16-41,40)

Text 2

“But if there are two places, and good and evil dwell in them, I will depict them from things that
are clear and easy to imagine, so they can be plain to the audience. So, let us suppose there is a
great river, clear and pure, and in it desirable fish, and there is a crypt odious, filthy, and loathsome,
and moles within it. And let us take the moles dwelling in the darkness as an image of the Sons of
Darkness, let us take the beautiful fish as a beautiful likeness of the Sons of Light, and let us
suppose that their places border on one another, the water by the crypt and the dry land by the
wet...

If then these things which are somewhat kindred to one another are so very alien in their places
and sure in their natures and do not venture to cross their boundary, how much the more so ought
Good and Evil to be in their natures and places, since they are real Beings and really alien to one
another... When the mole goes along in his proper place, he keeps going and when it stops, [he
stops] and smells that he would reach the boundary of the water and he turns back again to go into
his proper place. And so also the fish, suited to the depths, comes to his proper place and when it
stops, he turns back to his depths.” (Mitchell et al., Prose Refutations 1,72,23-74,24)
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Text 3

“They rot upon a couch of darkness; in lust and in pursuit of desire they give birth to each other
and then destroy each other.

The bellicose Prince of Darkness has subjugated the five pits of death through great... terror and
wrath,

He has spurted forth streams of poison and wickedness from the depth.” (trans. Hans-Joachim
Klimkeit, Grosis on the Silk Road: Gnostic Texts from Central Asia [New York: Harper Collins,
1993], p. 36)
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